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that adds into a larger and larger debt,
understanding the consequences of how
it affects our economic future and the
future of our Kids.

Mr. BARTLETT of Maryland. You
mentioned our Founding Fathers. It
might be instructive to seek their
counsel and to look back at how we got
here and their dreams for this country.
Our Founding Fathers came mostly
from the British Isles and the Euro-
pean continent. If you think back in
your history, almost all of them came
from a country that was ruled by a
king or an emperor who claimed and,
incredibly from our perspective, was
granted divine rights. What that says
is that the rights came from God to the
king or the emperor. They were divine
rights. He would give what rights he
wished to his people. When our Found-
ing Fathers came here, in that Declara-
tion of Independence, they made a very
radical statement and we read it and
seldom reflect on how radical it was.
They said there that all men are cre-
ated equal. The country they came
from did not believe that because they
thought the king and the emperor was
created more equal, if we can use the
term from Animal Farm. And that we
are endowed by our Creator with cer-
tain unalienable rights. Among these
are life, liberty and the pursuit of hap-
piness. And what our Founding Fathers
wanted to establish was a very limited
government. They did that by writing
into the Constitution, and | always
carry a copy of it, in article 1, section
8, and these are just the words between
my two thumbs. That is not much.
This describes all of the powers that
they granted to the Federal Govern-
ment.

Just after | came here, about 10 years
ago, | was given 3% minutes in debate.
That is a long time in debate. It was
about a land grab that | thought was
unconstitutional. So | took out my
Constitution and | went down it. | am
not going to read every word in this, it
is not much if | read it all, but | just
hit the highlights of each of these little
paragraphs. You can see that they are
little paragraphs.

That Congress shall have power to
lay and collect taxes. We learned how
to do that, did we not?

To borrow money. We are doing that
big time.

To regulate commerce.

To establish a uniform rule of natu-
ralization.

To coin money and regulate the
value thereof. Somehow we gave that
away to the Federal Reserve without
amending the Constitution. 1 do not
quite know how we did that.

Provide for the punishment of coun-
terfeiting.

Establish post offices and post roads.

Promote the progress of science.
These are copyrights and patents.

Constitute tribunals inferior to the
Supreme Court. This is our lower
courts.

Define and punish piracies and felo-
nies.
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And then about a third of all of these
words deal with our control of the mili-
tary.

To declare war. We do that. The
President does not do that.

Raise and support armies.

Provide and maintain a Navy.

Make rules for the government and
regulation of the land and naval forces.

Provide for calling forth the militia.

Provide for organizing, arming and
disciplining the militia.

And then a big paragraph on the Dis-
trict of Columbia, to exercise exclusive
legislation in all cases whatsoever. |
am really supportive of home rule, but
| do not know how we gave Washington
home rule without amending the Con-
stitution, which | think we should have
done.

When 1| finished doing this, | went to
leave and the recording clerk that sits
just behind me came up the aisle be-
hind me and tapped on my shoulder
and said, What was that you were read-
ing from? Oh, | said, that is the Con-
stitution.

Can | see it? | hand it to them.

Can | copy it? They took it back and
copied it.

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mrs.
BLACKBURN). The Chair will remind
Members that it is inappropriate in de-
bate to refer to other Members by their
first names.

Mr. BARTLETT of Maryland. Madam
Speaker, our Founding Fathers were so
concerned that someone might not un-
derstand that they really meant to
have a limited Federal Government,
that just 4 years later, in 1791, they
wrote 12 amendments that started
through the process of two-thirds of
the House, two-thirds of the Senate,
three-fourths of the State legislatures,
10 of those made it through, we know
that there was a Bill of Rights, and the
10th amendment in the Bill of Rights,
the most violated amendment in the
Constitution, the least referred to
amendment in the Constitution prob-
ably, says very simply, the powers not
delegated to the United States by the
Constitution nor prohibited by it to
the States are reserved to the States
respectively or to the people. That is
old English and that is legalese. If we
put that in modern everyday language
what it says is if you can’t find it in ar-
ticle 1, section 8, you can’t do it.

I brought this up because this is the
reason that we have this problem, an
ever increasing debt, because we have
not recognized the Ilimited Federal
Government that our Founding Fa-
thers envisioned for us. Were they to be
resurrected today and come see what
we have done to their country, they
might have a heart attack and die very
quickly again. But they could not have
imagined that the Federal Government
would be what it is today, doing all of
the things, little of which, by the way,
can be justified by article 1, section 8,
which is supposed to define what we do.
So one way of solving our problem is a
return to truly constitutional govern-
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ment, to stop doing those things that
in their wisdom they knew could be
done better in the private sector. We
need to keep asking that question over
and over again. Where will this money
do the most good? Spent by govern-
ment or left in the private sector to
provide jobs and resources for our peo-
ple?

Mr. SMITH of Michigan. Let us make
clear, left in the private sector means
being left in the pockets of the people
that earn it. I would like to finish up
on | think somewhat of a little bit of a
positive note. In spite of the dilemma
and the projection for increased defi-
cits, the Republican Conference met
this morning. We talked about our de-
termination to hold the line on spend-
ing. The Committee on the Budget that
is still meeting, | think, at this hour of
the night to pass out their final resolu-
tion does a couple of things. It says let
us reduce spending, discretionary
spending outside of defense and home-
land security. Let us reduce that dis-
cretionary spending by 1 percent across
the board. And then if this budget is
passed by the House and the Senate, it
will go to the appropriators and it will
be up to the appropriators to decide
how to move some of that discre-
tionary funding around so that they
end up actually reducing, for the first
time in the gentleman from Maryland’s
career here in Congress, in my career
in Congress, because we came together
in 1993, it will be the first time that
there has actually been some reduction
in discretionary spending outside of de-
fense, and in this case also outside of
homeland security. So a little good
news. Let us hope that we have the in-
testinal fortitude, the determination to
do what is right and at least start a be-
ginning of being honest of what the
debt is and how much it is and slowing
down spending.

———

REPORT ON RESOLUTION PRO-
VIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF
H.R. 5, HELP EFFICIENT, ACCES-
SIBLE, LOW COST, TIMELY
HEALTHCARE (HEALTH) ACT OF
2003

Mr. REYNOLDS (during Special
Order of Mr. SMITH of Michigan), from
the Committee on Rules, submitted a
privileged report (Rept. No. 108-34) on
the resolution (H. Res. 139) providing
for consideration of the bill (H.R. 5) to
improve patient access to health care
services and provide improved medical
care by reducing the excessive burden
the liability system places on the
health care delivery system, which was
referred to the House Calendar and or-
dered to be printed.

———

LEAVE OF ABSENCE

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to:

Mr. HYDE (at the request of Mr.
DELAY) for March 11 and the balance of
the week on account of medical rea-
sons.
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